Gerardo M. Muniz Villalon
13607 S Eagle Valley Rd, Apt 4
Tyrone, PA 16686
(787) 431-7184
gmunizv2@gmail.com

Education:
Ph.D. – Literary Theory and Criticism, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 	2019
Dissertation topic: “New Weird Apocalyptic Narratives: Post-9/11 
Representations of Chaos and Disaster in Fiction, Film, and Video 
Games”
		Dissertation Director: Dr. Tom Slater
	 
M.A.E.E. – Masters of Arts in English Education: Literature and Teaching of 	2012
       English as a Second Language, University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez Campus
Thesis Topic: “Fearful Narrator: A Look at Problems of 
Reliability in the Storytelling within Moby Dick and At 
The Mountains of Madness Upon the Emergence of 
The Supernatural.”
		Thesis Director: Dr. Nandita Batra

B.A. – English: American and British Literature Major, University of Puerto Rico 
Mayaguez Campus.	2006

Professional work:
2019-current – Assistant Teaching Professor, Penn State University, University Park.

Fall 2018 – Temporary Teaching Faculty, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Main 
Campus

Fall 2018 – Temporary Teaching Faculty, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 
Punxsutawney Campus

2015-2017 – Teaching Associate, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Main Campus

2016 – University Wide Assessment and Placement Rater, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania

2015 – ACE Tutor at The American Language Institute (ALI) at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania

2013-2015 – Graduate Assistant to Dr. Christopher Kuipers, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania

2008-2010 – Assistant Editor Atenea Journal, University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez 
Campus

2006-2010 – Teaching Assistant, University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez Campus

Service Work:
2016 – Guest Judge at Flick: The Fledgling Filmmakers’ Festival (April 23, 2016)

2015 – Guest Speaker at The International Student Transitions Panel offered by the 
American Language Institute (November 16, 2015)

2014 – Guest Speaker and Movie Presenter IUP: Die Farbe, or; The Color From 
Space for the IUP English Film Series 

2011 – 2012 – Member and Activities Assistant for Cinematheque UPRM

2010 – 2012 – Speaker and Movie Presenter for Noches de Terror 
		Movies presented: 
		Trick R Treat—Directed by Michael Dougherty (2007)
		Embodiment of Evil—Directed by Jose Mojica Marins (2008)
		Cannibal Holocaust—Directed by Ruggero Deodato (1979)
		Mucha Sangre—Directed by Pepe de Las Heras (2002)

2007 – 2015 – Member of Cinemæsturbado: Apreciacion al Cine Despreciado

Teaching:
Undergraduate:
Pennsylvania State University: University Park

ENGL-202D – Business Writing: Writing and Rhetoric course focused on introducing 
students to the conventions, genres and strategies of business communication. In particular, it focuses on skills in critical analysis, document design, reader-centered writing, and professional discourse.
(Cap. 24) Taught 3 Times in Fall 2022, 4 sections, in Spring 2023, 2 sections Fall 2023, and 3 sections in the Spring 2024. 

ENGL-202C – Technical Writing: Course centered in preparing students in the sciences 
through communication practices to succeed in their jobs through the writing of technical documents such as resumes, cover letters, memos, description, definition and instruction documents as they identify purpose and audience needs.
(Cap.24) Taught 1 time in the Spring 2022.

ENGL-202A –Writing in the Social Sciences: Research centered course specializing in 
the study of social sciences where students are taught how to perform research that involves Proposal writing, Literature Reviews, Findings Reports and a Research Report among other tasks that involve students learning how to perform tasks in researching for the social sciences.
(Cap.24) Taught 2 Sections in Fall 2020, 3 in Spring 2021,1 in Summer 2021, 4 in Fall 2021, and 2 in Spring 2022.

ENGL-15A –  Rhetoric and Composition in Culture and Diversity: Rhetorically based reading and writing course where students analyze broad areas of communication to effectively transmit new ideas about ongoing topics to their audiences regarding culture and diversity.
	(Cap 24) Taught 2 sections in Fall 2020

ENGL-15 – 	Rhetoric and Composition (LEAP-World Campus): Rhetorically based reading and writing course where students analyze broad areas of communication to effectively transmit new ideas about ongoing topics to their audiences. This variant of ENGL-15 was a collaboration with EARTH-103 as part of the world campus with a focus on Rhetorically effective writing in the field of Earth Sciences 
	(Cap 22) Taught 1 Section Summer 2020

ENGL-15 –	Rhetoric and Composition: Rhetorically based reading and writing course where students analyze broad areas of communication to effectively transmit new ideas about ongoing topics to their audiences. 
(cap 24) Taught 4 Sections in Fall 2019, 3 sections in Spring 2020, 2 sections in the Fall 2023.

Indiana University of Pennsylvania: Punxsutawney Campus
ENGL-101 – 	English Composition I – First Year Freshmen English composition course 
where students engage in writing genre essays with the use of rhetorical devices. 
(Cap 22). Taught 1 section in Fall 2018

Indiana University of Pennsylvania: Main Campus
ENGL-202 – 	English Composition II – Second Year English composition course where 
students learn, engage and write research papers with the use of rhetorical devices. 
(Cap 28). Taught 2 sections in Spring 2017 and 1 section in Fall 2018.

ENGL-101 –   English Composition I – First Year Freshmen English composition course 
where students engage in writing genre essays with the use of rhetorical devices. 
(Cap 22). Taught 6 sections from Fall 2015- Fall 2016. 

ACE-Tutoring – English language tutoring for Second language learners from different 
    nationalities. 

Yellow Level –  The focus was on the students’ abilities with language skills at an 
   Intermediate to high interaction in English (speaking, reading, writing, 
   grammar, vocabulary and listening) to different models depending on 
   their levels and engagement with the language. (Cap 2 per session). 
   1 time in Summer 2015.

Orange Level –  The focus was on the students’ abilities with language skills at an 
   Intermediate Mid interaction in English (speaking, reading, writing, 
   grammar, vocabulary and listening) to different models depending on 
   their levels and engagement with the language. (Cap 2 per session). 
   1 time in Summer 2015.

University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez Campus:
INGL-3103 –  Intermediate English I – First year Freshmen English, Fall semester
composition course where students engage with and write essays on topics concerning the modern world. (Cap 30 students) Taught 6 sections from 2007-2010.
INGL-3104 –  Intermediate English II – First year Freshmen English, Spring semester
composition course where students engage with and write essays on topics related to literature in poetry short fiction and drama. (cap 30 students) taught 6 sections from 2007-2010.

INGL-3202 – Advanced Composition II – Second year English course, Spring semester
where students write and engage with essays. (Cap 25 students) taught 1 
section in 2010.

INGL-3351 – Survey of American Literature (Guest Lecturer) – Survey of American 
Literature survey course where students engaged with topics related to the developments of literature written in the United States. (Lecture given on Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”). (Cap 25 students) in Spring 2009.

Research Interests: 
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	Supernatural Horror literature 
19th century British Literature
19th Century American Literature
20th Century American Literature
	American/European Film studies 
	Post-Modern Science Fiction
	Postcolonial Literature
	Adaptation and Appropriation 
	Comic Book and Serialization
	Video Game Studies (Ludology)
The Weird Tale 
	Cultural Studies
	Hauntology (Literature, Film and Culture)

Publications:
Chapter in a publication: 
Muniz Villalon, Gerardo M. “Post-Apocalyptic Narratives: The Tale at the End of the 
World.” End-Game: Apocalyptic Video Games, Contemporary Society, and 
Digital Media Culture. Ed. by Lorenzo DiTommaso, James Crossley, Alastair 
Lockhart, and Rachel Wagner. Video Games and the Humanities. Berlin: W. de 
Gruyter, expected 2024.

Book Reviews: 
Muniz Villalon, Gerardo M. Rev. of A Southern Writer and the Civil War, by Jeffery J. 
Rogers. The Arkansas Review: A Journal of Delta Studies 47.3. December (2016): 
210-212. Print.

---. Rev. of A Literary History of Mississippi, Ed by Lorie Watkins. To be published in 
The Arkansas Review: A Journal of Delta Studies April (2019)

---. Rev. of Rafts and Other Rivercrafts in Huckleberry Finn By Peter G. Beidler. To be 
published in The Arkansas Review: A Journal of Delta Studies April (2019)

Assistant editor for ATENEA: A Bilingual Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences 
(2008-2010)
Muniz Villalon, Gerardo M., and Monica NG, eds. ATENEA: A Bilingual Journal of 
the Humanities and Social Sciences. XXVIII.2 (Dec. 2008). Print.

---. ATENEA: A Bilingual Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences. XXIX.1 (Dec. 
2009). Print.

Conferences:
“Horizon: Zero Dawn’s Man-Made Disaster: Faro Industries and the Fear of Artificial 
Intelligence” presented at PCA/ACA National Conference in Washington, DC on 
April 18, 2019.

“The Liminal Space In-Between: Hauntings, Loss and Fear About the Landscape in The 
Southern Reach Trilogy” presented at NeMLA National Conference in Pittsburgh 
PA on April 15th, 2018.

“VanderMeer’s Southern Reach Trilogy and the Location of an Apocalyptic Realm: 
Humanity, The Landscape and Memory” presented at the PCAACA National 
Conference in Indianapolis IN on March 29th, 2018.

“The New Manhattan, Old Humanity: Infestation, Apocalypse and Human Annihilation 
in The Strain Trilogy” presented at SWPACA conference: Apocalypse, 
Dystopia and Disaster in Culture. Albuquerque, New Mexico on February 15-18 
2017

“Recalibrating Screen Fears: The Horror Genre in the post 9/11 World Through Hostel, 
The Strangers, and, Cabin in the Woods” presented at the EGO Conference: 
Indiana Pennsylvania on March 2015

“Meeting the Challenge in Today’s Classroom” at the 31st Annual Western Puerto Rico 
TESOL. Aguadilla PR on Saturday April 26th, 2008. 

Service Work: 
Penn State University: University Park:
Member of a Grade Appeal Committee for 202A – Spring 2024

Blind Peer Reviewer for Revenant Journal, March 2022.

Awards and Nominations:
Nomination for Program in Writing and Rhetoric, Penn State University, 2024
Nomination for Teaching and Research Advisory Committee, Penn State University 2024
Outstanding Dissertation Award Nominee. Indiana University of Pennsylvania 2019
Outstanding Doctoral Scholarship Nominee. Indiana University of Pennsylvania 2016

Affiliations:
NeMLA (2017-Present)
Cormac McCarthy Society (2016-Present)
SWPACA (2016-Present)
PCA/ACA (2014-Present)
Margaret Atwood Society (2014-2016)
Jack London Historical Society (2014-present)
Lovecraft Historical society (2005-2010, 2014-present)
Herman Melville Society (2010-2013, 2014-present)
Joseph Campbell Society (2014-present)
English Graduate Student Organization (EGO) (2013-2019)
Cinematheque (2011-2012)

Languages: 
English 
Spanish

Professional Development Workshops:

Penn State University Main Campus:
2024:
“Build @ Penn State Track 2 – Adopting an Inclusion Mindset at work” (January 3, 2024). 
“Values, Ethics and Compliance Training” (March 17, 2024).
“Teaching with Technology Series: GenAI Summer Splash: Riding the Generative Artificial Intelligence Wave for Teaching” (July, 18th 2024).

2023: 
“Values, Ethics and Compliance Training” (March 29, 2023)
“Terminator or Transformer: ChatGPT Has Arrived in Our Classrooms. What Now?” (April 12, 2023)
“Reporting Suspected Child Abuse” (November 19, 2023)

2022:
“Build@Penn State Track 1 - Recognizing the Importance of Inclusion in the Workplace” (December 30, 2022)
“602 for 202D – Business Writing” (August 2022-December 2022)
“602 for 202C – Technical Writing and Communication” (January 2022 – May 2022)
“2022 Penn State Annual Ethics and Compliance Training” (March 23, 2022)

2021:
“Building a Safe Penn State: Reporting Child Abuse” (September 15, 2021)
“602 for Teaching with Technology” (August 2021 – December 2021)
“602 for Online Teaching” (January – May 2021)
“2021 Penn State Annual Compliance Training” (February 2, 2021)
“Tutor.com PSU Faculty Orientation for World Campus” (February 10, 2021)

2020:
“602 for English 202A – Writing in the Social Sciences (August – December 2020)
“Reflecting on Teaching and Learning: A Virtual Writing Retreat” (May 15, 2020)
“Jumpstart Online Learning and Teaching (JOLT)” (May 12, 2020)
“PSU Performance Management – How to Prepare for your End-of-Year Review (PSU-
127)” (March, 25, 2020)
“Canvas, Kaltura and Zoom: Enabling Continuity of Instruction” (March 12, 2020)
“602 for English 15 – Rhetoric and composition (January – May 2020)

2019:
“2019-2020 Annual Compliance Training” (December 19, 2019)
“FERPA Tutorial and Quiz” (December 2, 2019)
“Clery Act Training” (September 9, 2019)
“Building a Safe Penn: State: Reporting Child Abuse” (September 9, 2019
“Understanding Title IX at Penn State” (August 4. 2019)
“602 for English 15 – Rhetoric and composition (August – December 2020)

Attended at the University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez Campus:
2010:
“Tricks, Tips & Tools for Teaching Poetry”—March 23rd 2010 (1.5 Contact Hours)
“Doodle With Moodle! Demystifying the Newest Online Forum for Classroom Teaching”—January 14th 2010 (1.5 contact Hours)
2009:
“Evaluating Online Resources”—November 23rd 2009 (1 Contact Hour)

2008:
“Negotiating ‘El Dificil’: English Language Acquisition in Rural Puerto Rico”—October 
6th 2008 (1 Contact Hour)

“Writing Personal Narratives”—October 3rd 2008. (2 Contact Hours)

“’Flexible Like Water’: The Bruce Lee School of Linguistic Inquiry”—September 17th 
2008. (1 Contact Hour)

“Academia de Orientacion para Ayudantes de Catedra”—Translation—“Academy 
Orientation for Teaching Assistants”—July 30th, 31st and August 1st 2008 (6 
Contact Hours)

“Teaching Assistant Development and Support (TADS) Encounter”—July 30th 2008 (6 
Contact Hours)

“Teaching Assistant Development and Support (TADS)”—April 25th 2008 (15 Contact 
Hours)
“IRB Workshop”—April 4th 2008 (1.5 Contact Hours)

“La Tercera Raiz en Tercer Grado: Un Estudio Etnografico Sobre Racismo Institucional 
en la Escuela Elemental” –translation—“The Third Root in the Third Grade: An 
Ethnographic Study about Institutional Racism in Elementary School”—February 21st 2008 (2 Contact Hours)

“Ashamed of My family”: Gaining Access in Community Literacy Research—February 
7th 2008 (1 Contact Hour)

2007:
“Academia de Adiestramiento para Estudiantes Graduados de Nueva Contratacion en el 
RUM.”-Translation- “Training Academy for Graduate Students Under New 
Contract in the RUM”— 1st to 3rd of August of 2007 (18 contact hours)

